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Iago’s Use of Deceit and Manipulation to Achieve His Evil Objectives
In the excerpt, Roderigo is giving up hopes of ever having Desdemona, but Iago assures him all will unfold as planned. Iago scorn Roderigo for wanting to drown himself just because he feels he might never get the love of his life. While Roderigo claims to be tormented by love, Iago tells him that people choose at will what they want to be; he compares this with the body as the garden and the will as the gardener claiming it is the will that determines the results of the garden. Iago is using love and deceit, and manipulation to achieve his evil objectives of conning Roderigo his money and avenging against Othello.
Iago is Manipulative. He uses Roderigo to settle his scores against Othello by convincing him not to give up on his pursuit for Desdemona. Iago does this by alluding the body to a garden and the human will as the gardener; the will is superior over the body, and so decides the course of action of the body. The garden will either be barren and useless, or rich and productive. He also promises to support Roderigo in all his undertakings and to stick by him because they are friends. “I have professed me thy friend, and I confess me knit to thy deserving with cables of perdurable toughness; I could never better stead thee than now.”  Roderigo believes him and thinks that he means for him. Iago, therefore, succeeds in putting Roderigo under control.
Iago is Inciteful. Iago knows that Roderigo loves Desdemona and would at extreme lengths to win her and take her from Othello. He incites Roderigo to wake Desdemona’s father and tell him the rumors about Desdemona and Othello. He knows that through the rumors, he will isolate the two families and tell Roderigo to, “ call her father. Rouse him. Make after him, poison his delight, proclaim him in the streets. Incense her kinsmen, and though he in a fertile climate dwell, plague him with flies.” He succeeds in inciting Roderigo against the Othello, and now they strategize on how to execute the plan by also inciting Desdemona’s father against Othello.
Iago is deceitful. He deceives Roderigo into believing the friendship is genuine and he will stick by him in everything. He also states that in his life for 28 years, he has never met a man who knew what is good for him. He claims to rather be a baboon rather than kill himself due to love for an unreachable woman. His first soliloquy, once Roderigo leaves, is to cheat him out of his money. He assures Roderigo that he will sleep with Desdemona once she has had enough of the Moor and thus Roderigo should put some ready in anticipation of this moment. He deceives him that there are better ways to die rather than drowning himself. “If thou wilt needs damn thyself, do it more delicate way than drowning.”  According to him, it is better to die by committing crimes in an attempt to get the woman one wants rather than drowning. Through this deceit, he manages to align the course for the achievement of his objectives.
